THE GARDEN OF THE POSSIBLE

A creation by Benoît Sicat
Between modelling and interactive show

All audiences and groups from 18 months to 5 years
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Projecting slides– views of the garden throughout the four seasons – draws rectangles of light on carpets of gravel. All around, raw materials (mineral and plant), are scattered or installed. Each visitor is invited to follow the gardener, to walk on his images, to move around and move the elements, spread them out or spread themselves out on them, build with their bare hands and end by knocking down, or simply touching for the pleasure of a sensation that is forbidden elsewhere.

This show is intended above all for small children (18 months to 5 years), for arousing the awareness of touch and image. It lasts for between 35 and 45 minutes depending on age.

Sessions for adults can be envisaged, in particular - beforehand – for those who are accompanying the groups of children.

It is  possible to programme 4 sessions a day maximum on the condition that 1 hour 30 minutes is allowed to elapse between one session and the next to allow time for the scene to be put back in place (have a stage director between sessions)

A double door reception is to be provided both for school sessions and for the general audience. Reception is provided by the venue.

The capacity is limited to 35 persons a session.




Intentions

"The quality of silence is probably one of the most important intentions of the garden of the possible. Adding to that a text, story or character – other than the spectators or the gardener whom I embody – would be to lose the “possible” in question. The field of action must remain open to all imagination or projection. Constructions and destructions must mingle like immobility and movement. Because it is above all not a question of an exhibition in the strict almost mystical sense of the term, but a space of instant creation. It is closer to the creation workshop than the conservation museum.

Sound is within the silence of the materials. They resound as they fall from my hands, then from other hands; they roll, break and scatter freely around. These speak a language to invent which is rarely offered to children. I do not say a word throughout the whole session. The words are born gradually from the mouths of the children; they are the most simple, the most concrete, and produced from their interpretation, their still intact capacity to construct without a plan. The slides projected on the floor are of minimal composition and just as suggestive. I project them following the rhythm of the audience.

The materials proposed are natural, but displaced. Seeing them and touching them gives them a new unusual character. Some of them have never yet been seen or touched by the youngest spectators; they discover their senses, in the present by discovering these materials. They each have different visual and tactile qualities, sometimes even a smell. In an area unknown to the child, a therefore unreal setting, it appears necessary to break the barrier of the “Please do not touch”. Not immersing them outside their reality without passing via the primary senses.

The garden of the possible was created for early childhood; nevertheless it lends itself to sessions for all audiences, even for sessions for adults. Situated between interactive installation and the spectacle of materials and silence, it crystallises my work as a plastic artist as much as my stage design creations or my improvised performances. It is a question of an area of mutual listening between adults and children, a collective improvisation."

Benoît Sicat

Garden of the Possible Technical Sheet 

(Can be adapted to each place, an assembly plan can be made to measure depending on the ground area)

The double door entrance:

Before the spectators enter the scenic area, they have to be received in a dark area where their eyes become accustomed to the darkness and where the person welcoming children and adults (who are actors and not simply accompanying adults) explains the "rules of the game" of the Garden of the Possible. This reception is made by the venue.

This space is large enough to receive all the spectators together (maximum capacity children and adults: 35 persons).
Scenic area (the spectators are on the stage): 

Ceiling 3.50 metres minimum with grid or at the minimum a central girder.

Floor 60m2 minimum (maximum 100m2); essential that it is clear

Dance carpet floor, plain linoleum or black parquet.

Complete darkness (if possible in a black box)

Equipment supplied: 

3 slide carousels + return angle slides

Slides under glass

Mineral and plant materials

Equipment to be provided by the organiser:

10 PC 500W or 1000W 

3 profiles
1 graduator or dimmer on the stage (12 circuits minimum)
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Prices including taxes :
€ 1000   a day

Travel expenses: hire of van + kilometric costs on quotation

Payment of expenses for one person according to union rates

(Meal at €17.10, accommodation seen to directly by the organiser)

Contacts : + 33 (0) 2 99 85 99 76 

Benoît Sicat : + 33 (0) 6 29 95 53 66

E-mail: 16ruedeplaisance@orange.fr

Association 16 rue de Plaisance

1 rue Jules Lebrun—35000 RENNES FRANCE

Entertainer Licence: 2-1026339
ANNEX For arrival by plane

The artist Benoît Sicat can come by plane with slides of the show and handing system for slide carousels with return angle mirror, but not with the complete set…
The organiser provide :

3 slide carousels with remote control

The set including natural materials, minerals and plants
(It’s important to have Smoother materials, not edge)

The original set is in boxes (one box : 35 cms wide, 45 cms long and 30 cms of top)

Gravels

To make projecting carpet on the floor,

We need to have 5 boxes of white or clear gravels (from a river)
Floated woods

Or similar (one box)

Branches (1 or 2 boxes)

Pine cone (1 box)

Pebbles or smooth stones

(5 boxes)

We can have also leaves of the season…
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